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VExplain the current assessment process (Centre Determined Grades)

VClarify the roles and responsibilities of staff (at various levels);

V Identify the types of evidence used to determine a grade;

VOutline the internal quality assurance measures;

VGive you an opportunity to ask questions.

Purpose of this event



Introduction

VNovember 2020, the Education Minister announced that there would be no
summerexaminationsfor studentstaking GCSEs,ASlevelsor A levels in 2021 in
Wales.

VJanuary2021, it wasconfirmedthat thesequalificationswould be awardedusing
CentreDeterminedGrades.

VThismeansthat individualschoolswould determinethe actualgradesawardedfor
eachstudent.



VTheschoolis developinga consistentand fair assessmentapproachto the exams,
to ensurethe assessments:

Ç Areconsistent;

Ç Providea rationalefor gradedecisionsfor yourchild;

Ç Applyall accessarrangementsandspecialconsiderations;

Ç Are compliantwith our PublicSectorEqualityDuty;

Ç Areobjectiveandfair in their judgments;

Ç Promoteequalityandavoiddiscrimination;

Ç Arecompliantwith dataprotectionanddataprocessingregulations.

Assessment approach for qualifications 2021



Assessment approach for qualifications 2021

VThisAssessmentApproachis designedto outline how we will applytheΨDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜon
Alternative Arrangements for Approved GCSEs,AS and A ƭŜǾŜƭǎΩprovided by
QualificationsWales,to helpdeterminegradesin 2021.

VThisdoesnot include BTEC,ECDLand Eduqascourses,all of which are regulatedin
England,and therefore a separateprocessis being developed. We do believe our
normalmoderationprocesseswill staythe same.

VWhen our assessment approach is finalised for WJEC exams we will share them with 
you.  These will then provide: 

ÇA robust approach, to offer clarity and confidence; 

ÇAn overview on the decisions teachers will make; 

ÇAn explanation of how teachers will make these decisions; 

ÇThe types of evidence teachers will be using to support the decision-making 
process.



Centre Determined Grades

VA Centre Determined Grade is the grade awarded by the school, on the basis of
evidenceproduced.

VForeachqualification,teacherswill makeuseof WJECAssessmentFramework.

VIn determininggrades,the schoolwill be required to makeΨbest-ŦƛǘΩjudgementsfrom
WJECGradeDescriptors.

VExpectationarethat internal quality assuranceat individualsubjectandschoollevelwill
be in place;

VCentre-DeterminedGradesareNOT
a)awardedto showpotential;

b) basedon teacherprediction;

c) CentreAssessedGrade(CAG).



Types of evidence used

VEach subject will determine the evidence it will use from the WJEC materials available 
and the work that has been covered;

V9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ΨōŜǎǘ-ŦƛǘΩ ƎǊŀŘŜΤ

VAny evidence used will be assessed to ensure no student is disadvantaged;

VWe have decided not to create centre-devised assessments.

VForeachqualification,evidencewill begatheredfrom the followingthree areas:

Ç Adapted past-paper questions (recommended by the exam board)

Ç Non-Examination Assessment (where applicable) 

Ç Other contributing evidence:
ÅTeachers may use evidence from previous work but only to help confirm a judgement. 



Adapted past-paper questions

VTheWJECAssessmentFrameworkindicateskey themes/skillsrequired to generatethe
grade,Forexample,at GCSE

a)English: Oracy; Reading; andWriting; and

b) Mathematics: Algebra; GeometryandMeasure; andStatistics.

VThenumberof piecesof evidencerequiredto determinea gradewill varyper subject;

VEvidenceisscheduledto begatheredthis term anddateswill besharedshortly;

VAdaptedpast-paperquestionsarenot exams;

VSimilarcontrolsto non-examinationassessment;

VEqualityimpactassessedandstandardised;

VSubjectLeaderswill develop individual assessmentplans, which will be shared and
approvedby the ExecutiveHeadteacher, asHeadof Centre.



Adapted Past-Paper Schedule

VAmbitionis to spreadthe assessmentacrossthe term;

VRecognitionof accessandspecialconsiderationsfor medicalabsenceetc.

VDeadlinefor submissionof provisionalCDGsto WJECis14th Juneς2nd July;

VStudentswill receive their Centre DeterminedGradesby 25th Juneand will have an
opportunity to askfor them to be reviewed;

VResultsdays:

ÇGCSE12th August

ÇASandA Level10th August

VYouwill haveanopportunity to appealto the WJECaboutyour results:

ÇGCSE24th Augustς21st September

ÇASandA Level10th Augustς7th September



Non-Examination Assessment

VExistsin manyqualificationsto supportprogression;

VEmphasisonΨŀŘŀǇǘŜŘqualificationsΩ;

VExistingdeadlines and restrictions around non-examination assessmenthave been
removed;

VWhere appropriate non-examination assessmentdo not have to be completed eg.
Practicalelementsof qualifications.



Other contributing evidence

VTwoother typesof evidence:

a) Other WJECpast-paper questionswhich have been completedunder controlled
conditions,and

b) Assessmentsundertakenprior to publicationof our assessmentapproach

Thesemay only be usedto confirm a judgement. Thisis becausethe studentswould
not have been aware of the Ψhigh stakesΩimportance of them at the time of
completion.

VTosummarise,the overarchingprinciples,evidence:

a) Ψ{ǳǇǇƻǊǘǎΩaccurategradedistribution;

b) Will be usedto ensureno oneisdisadvantaged; and

c) Ensurefairness,equityandreliability.



Quality Assurance Processes

VTraining will be provided by the WJECto mitigate risk of consciousand
unconsciousbias;

VTheschoolwill keepdetailedrecordsabout the assessmentprocess.

Theschoolwill identify:

VA clear internal moderation processeswhich will verify standardsand ensure
fairnessandequity for all studentsat subjectandwholeschoollevel;

VWorkismoderatedby morethan onestaff member;

VStudentswork is identifiedby number,not name,to ensurethere isno bias;

VOurinternalprocesseswill beverifiedby the WJEC;

VOn submissionof a Centre DeterminedGrade,the school will be required to
makeanoveralldeclarationin relation to the processescarriedout.



VThe SeniorAHTInclusion(as ALNCo) will ensurethat all staff are aware of the
necessaryaccessarrangementsin placefor studentsandensurethey areapplied;

VAssistantHeadteacherARRresponsiblefor examinations,will collectand quality
assureevidence(InternalLeadVerifier);

VHeadof Schoolwill be responsiblefor ensuringthat processesare followed by all
staff;

VTheExaminationsOfficer will be responsiblefor managingthe administrationof
qualifications;

VTheExecutiveHeadteacher, asHeadof Centre,hasoverall responsibilityfor the
qualificationsofferedat the school.

Roles and Responsibilities



Appeals Processes

VWhen the schoolsubmitsCentreDeterminedGradesto the WJEC,studentswill
be informed of the provisionalgradesawarded. Thiswill be completedby 25th

June.

VWherea student is satisfiedwith the gradesdeterminedby the school,there is
no further action.

VStudentscan request a review of the ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩǎjudgementof their gradeby 2nd

July. Pleaserememberthis could lead to results going up, staying the sameor
goingdown.

VThe WJECwill implement a processto allow students to appeal a CDGon
proceduralerrorsonly. Appealto the WJECaboutyour resultscanbemade:
ÇGCSE24th Augustς21st September
ÇASandA Level10th Augustς7th September



BTECs

VFor BTEC Qualifications and Sociology which fall under the English exams we will be 
submitting  Teacher Assessment Grades (TAGs)

VThis is something we already do at BTEC, and our schools standardisation processes 
will remain the same.

VIt appears that work will be moderated externally with schools deciding what modules 
will be moderated.  We are likely to be able to choose units and students to be 
sampled.

VAll external exams for BTEC courses are cancelled (that includes online, on-demand 
tests).

VAll exam entries will be made by 25th March

VAll Teacher Assessment Grades will be entered by 5th July (not confirmed)



Forward to a successful future

VWe will be revisingthe risk assessmentsto increasecontrol measuresto reduce
the riskof transmission,this will alsobeagreedby the LocalAuthority;

VStudentswill be returning to schoolin line with WelshGovernmentadvicewith
priority to Year11andYear13:
ÇYear11andYear13will be returningon Monday15th March

ÇYear10andYear12will be returningon Thursday18th March


