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Foreword from the Chair of Governors
At the end of the foreword to last year’s report to parents, I wrote: “We are now well into the new academic year, with
its many and varied challenges, but we can assure you that there will be no diminution in staff and governors’
determination to continue to provide a high-quality, broad and balanced education for all learners at King Henry VIII
School.” I can also assure you that, at that time, I had no inkling that a global pandemic would be one of the “many and
varied challenges” we would be facing. What is certain, however, is that there was no diminution in the determination
of the staff to provide all of the school’s students with a high-quality education in completely changed circumstances.
The main challenge was that, from 23rd March until 29th June 2020, this education had to be provided completely online, with all of the students learning from home. Before the first lockdown, King Henry VIII School staff were already
developing their use of digital technology to support students’ learning, but the Covid-19 crisis provided a significant
spur to taking this forward, and the past six months have seen a huge leap in the way the school is now using technology
to promote effective teaching and learning. This has required significant effort on the part of staff, as their normal way
of working had to be completely re-imagined. However, it has proven to be very successful, and ‘blended learning’, as
we have learned to call it, is now a central part of school life, in order to complement the continuing uncertainty of
school opening patterns.
Another major challenge for the school – and particularly for the students – was the cancellation of the summer 2020
summative examinations. In order to address this gap, all schools were asked to generate Centre Assessed Grades,
based on the work that students had completed prior to the school closure. This, again, required a markedly different
way of working for teachers and, in order to retain King Henry VIII School’s integrity as an examination centre, they made
sure that our proposed grades were based on robust objective evidence and were rigorously moderated prior to
submission. Due to the examination bodies’ method of awarding results, it is difficult to make year-on-year comparisons
but, generally, we were delighted with our students’ outcomes and resilience, and with the fact that King Henry VIII
School succeeded in retaining its integrity as an examination centre in such trying circumstances.
Probably the most important task for Mrs Lewis, the Executive Headteacher, Mr Stockham, the Head of School, and the
Senior Leadership Team has been maintaining the wellbeing of all staff and students during this anxiety-inducing period
– nothing is as it used to be, and everything takes at least twice as long to accomplish. Governors have been extremely
impressed with the commitment and dedication of all of the staff and are very grateful to them for their hard work. The
feedback received from our parent governors, in particular, confirms this, as does the following extract from a parental
email to Mrs Lewis and Mr Stockham, which expresses this sentiment better than I ever could: “I want to offer my
genuine thanks for you and your team’s hard work, professionalism and dedication. Thank you for making the school
such a wonderful place to be in these incredibly challenging times. We see the work you are doing and appreciate it very
much.”
Finally, we as governors would like to thank you as parents, and the voluntary groups, former students and community
groups for continuing to support the school, and our students for enduring with good grace one of the most unusual
years we have ever experienced. Again, we can assure you that there will be no diminution in staff and governors’
determination to provide a high-quality, broad and balanced education for all learners at King Henry VIII School, but
fervently hope that things will eventually settle down and the challenges to be encountered over the coming year will
not be quite as many and varied as they were during 2019/20.
Mrs S Phillips
Chair of the Governing Body

Website: http://www.kinghenryviiischool.co.uk/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/KingHenrySchool
Email: info@KHS.Schoolsedu.org.uk
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THE GOVERNING BODY 2020 - Y CORFF LLYWODRAETHOL 2020
Due to the relaxation of School Reporting Requirements (Wales) (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020 that came into force on 7
August 2020 this Annual Governors’ Report to Parents will not contain:



Information on school performance for 2019/20;
Information on school attendance and unauthorised and authorised absences for 2019/20;

Chair of the Governing Body

EAS Governor Support

Mrs Sian Phillips
c/o King Henry VIII School
Old Hereford Road
Abergavenny
NP7 6EP
Tel: 01873 735300

Governor Support Team
Tel: 01443 863221
Governor.support@sewaleseas.org.uk

The chart below shows the composition of the Governing Body including the category of each Governor which denotes by
whom they were appointed.
TERM ENDS
Chair of Governors (Local Authority Governor)

Mrs S Phillips

01.12.2022

Vice Chair of Governors (Parent Governor)

Mrs S Worsley

07.11.2020*

Executive Headteacher / Head of School
Community Representatives appointed by the GB

Mrs E Lewis / Mr M Stockham
Dr P Neville

28.09.2022

Mr P Wadsworth
Mrs A Love

25.09.2021
29.09.2021

Mrs M Macdonald
Mrs D Lloyd
Cllr M Groucutt

19.11.2021
19.11.2021
28.06.2021

Cllr M Powell
Mr N Beavan

27.01.2022
17.03.2024

Cllr T Davies
Mrs L Woolfall
Professor B Ryan
Mrs H Wadsworth
Mrs J Carter
Vacancy
Mr S Mullaney
Mrs T Matthews
Mrs A Davies

21.09.2023
07.11.2020*
07.11.2020*
11.10.2021
18.11.2023

LA Representatives appointed by the
Monmouthshire County Council

Parent-Elected Representatives

Staff-Elected Representative
Teacher-Elected Representatives

Election of Parent Governors
*At this current time it is not practical or possible to
conduct elections for parent governors.
Therefore, to avoid leaving gaps in governing bodies,
with agreement from the whole governing body and
Welsh Government guidelines (2 April 2020), these
governors should remain in post until such time that
elections can take place.
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13.05.2022
28.09.2024
22.09.2023

Parent Governor Meetings
No parent meeting was held under Section 94 of the School
Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013. Further advice
on how parents may go about requesting a meeting is
available on the Welsh Government’s website at: https://
beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/
statutory-guidance-to-the-governing-bodies-of-maintainedschools-in-wales-regarding-the-duty-to-hold-meetings-withparents.pdf
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION - GWYBODAETH YSGOL GYFFREDINOL
The School Day
During the current COVID-19 situation and in line with the published operational guidance we have reorganised our
timetable into three 100 minute sessions to minimise the number of contacts between staff and students on any one day.
This approach also reduces the movement around the school site. Although we are operating an amended timetable
model, all students still have access to a broad and balanced curriculum.
Session 1
Years

8:40 - 9:00

9:00 –
10:40

10 & 8

Registration

Session 1

7&9

Registration

Session 1

Session 2

Session 3

10:40 - 12:50

12:50 - 15:00

Break

Lunch

10:4011:10

Session 2

12:5013:20

Break
Session 2

11:1511:45

Session 3

Lunch
Session 2

Session 3

13:2513:55

Break
11 &
Post16

Registration

Session 1

Session 2

11:5012:20

Session 3

Lunch
Session 2

Session 3

14:0014:30

Session 3

Movement around the school
The school will continue to use a one-way system. All students should
arrive promptly at their allocated time and entrance. They are to make their
way directly to their classroom.
There is hand sanitiser at the entrance to each zone which students will use
as they enter the building by their designated entrance. There will be signs
around the school to remind students of our expectations and of the safe
routines that we must all follow. Students must try to limit the surfaces
they come into contact with, to support infection control. Due to social
distancing guidelines, students can’t gather in groups before or after school
with students outside of their contact group. Students will have two 30
minute breaks and these breaks will be staggered at different times for
different year groups. All students will be able to access the canteen and
will have designated outside spaces to use. Hand hygiene is essential before
and after eating.

Face Coverings
In discussion with the LA it is agreed that even though our school has put significant protective
measures in place, the shape of our buildings does not always allow students to social distance in
communal areas. Therefore the school guidance on face covering is:


Students and staff are required to wear face coverings when moving in the corridors and the
canteen.



Provision of a face covering is the responsibility of the student, parent or guardian.
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION - GWYBODAETH YSGOL GYFFREDINOL
Free School Meals

Term Dates and Holidays
Autumn Term 2020
Tuesday 1 September 2020 – Friday 18 December 2020
(Half Term: 26 October 2020 – 30 October 2020)
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January 2021 – Friday 26 March 2021
(Half Term: 15 February 2021 – 19 February 2021)

The percentage of FSM data for every school is extremely
important as it has a large bearing on our school budget and
is used to compare the academic performance of ‘similar
schools’. Even if your child does not opt/require a free school
meal, the school receives an additional £1,150 per pupil in
funding that is used to provide additional support in and out
of the classroom.
To apply for this grant, please complete the online form on
the Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) website :

Summer Term 2021

https://forms.monmouthshire.gov.uk/officeforms/fsm1.ofml

Monday 12 April 2021 – Tuesday 20 July 2021

Following the announcement from the Welsh Government
regarding the payment of the free school meal allowance
during the school holidays, MCC have made arrangements
with the Shared Benefit Service to make the daily payment of
£3.90 to all entitled students. This will be made in one
payment to cover the five days. There is no need for any
family to re-register or contact the Shared Benefit Service and
the payment will be made automatically and directly to all
those entitled.

May Day Bank Holiday – Monday 3 May 2021
(Half Term: 31 May 2021 – 4 June 2021)
INSET Days
Friday 4 December 2020
Monday 4 January 2021
Monday 22 February 2021

Chartwells Catering

Friday 2 July 2021
Monday 19 July 2021
Tuesday 20 July 2021

Homework/Reading and Study Clubs
Our Homework/Reading Club takes place in the library and
is available to all KS3 (Years 7-9) students MondayThursday 3pm-4pm. Places must be booked in advance to
ensure appropriate COVID-19 safety guidance is adhered
to. https://bit.ly/36Wny39
We also run a KS4 Study Club in the Resource area for all
KS4 (years 10-11) students Monday-Thursday 3pm-4pm.
Again, places must be booked in advance to ensure
appropriate COVID-19 safety guidance is adhered to.
https://bit.ly/36XFCJR

Chartwells has a team of qualified
nutritionists supporting our frontline
catering teams who are commited to
promoting healthy eating to the school
community.
The school will be providing a variety of food for all students
to purchase, using our cashless system called ParentPay. The
menus can be found on our school website. All students are
of course welcome to bring a healthy packed lunch/snacks.
To reduce the risk of infection we shall not be using the
fingerprint scanner. Students have been issued with a unique
PIN code to use in the canteen to pay for food and drinks.
We ask that all top-ups to ParentPay accounts are completed
online. Students are not to bring cash to school as they will
be unable to use the automated finger scanning machine

Clubs and Societies
The school has excellent sporting facilities and in recent years many
students have achieved distinguished records at District, County and
National level. Facilities include a large sports hall, swimming pool,
floodlit astro-turf, grass pitches and Multi Use Games Area (MUGA).
To ensure all our activities are COVID safe, we need to reduce our offer
of clubs . Please check our website for availability. We will of course
update parents/guardians as soon as we are able to provide additional
clubs.
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION - GWYBODAETH YSGOL GYFFREDINOL
Learning Support
The School has the responsibility for meeting the needs of all of its
students. Teachers are expected to differentiate their teaching to
ensure each individual has the opportunity to make expected levels of
progress. Person-centred approaches are used when planning
provision, which takes into account the views of students, their
learning preferences and what they perceive as barriers in the way of
them achieving their full potential. This approach helps to ensure that
teachers have an excellent knowledge of all of their students,
including how best to meet individual needs.
Where students are identified as requiring support for the
development of literacy, or numeracy, they are offered access to
specialist support staff when in Key Stage Three. These staff deliver
bespoke and highly personalised intervention programmes that provide opportunities for students to make rapid progress
and catch-up with the majority of their peers. Support for the development of literacy and numeracy at KS4 is provided
within lessons by teachers of English and Mathematics, with a small number of students accessing the SOUND Programme
for the continued development of their literacy. An Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is created for each student who engages
with an intervention programme. This provides teaching staff with suggested teaching strategies based upon the outcomes
of this personalised support.
Some students require support for their emotional wellbeing and social communication. Both COMiT (The Communication
Intervention Team) and ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) staff run sessions aimed at helping young people to
communicate their feelings and better understand their emotions, often within a supportive network made up of their
peers. The approaches used directly address student needs whilst boosting resilience and raising self-esteem.
Where a young person is identified as having significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of their peers of the
same age, they are classed as having an additional learning need (ALN). In such cases an Individual Development Plan (IDP)
is created that outlines the additional learning provision that will be put in place to support them. The IDP provides a record
against which a young person’s progress can be monitored and reviewed.
Support for students varies, but could include being taught in small groups with


direct access to specifically designed programmes to meet a range of needs (literacy, numeracy, social, emotional
and behavioural)



additional adult (LSA) support within the classroom



regular contact with outside agencies such as the Sensory and Communication Support Service (SENCOM)

Very occasionally it may be necessary to make referrals to relevant outside agencies, as well as the Education and Child
Psychology Service. Specialist staff from the Local Authority may also be required to provide input on a regular, on-going
basis.
The Additional Learning Needs Coordinator (ALNCo) works closely with Senior Staff, Wellbeing Leads and an ALN Link
Governor to ensure that all students receiving additional support, play a full and active part in school life, having the same
rights to the full range of curriculum opportunities enjoyed by their peers.
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION - GWYBODAETH YSGOL GYFFREDINOL
More Able & Talented
More Able & Talented (MAT) students are well catered for
at King Henry VIII School. Strong identification procedures
are in place to identify MAT students in each subject area.
Students who are identified are added to MAT subject lists
so that their talents can be mapped and progress
monitored by the MAT Coordinator.
A range of enrichment tasks and regular extra-curricular
opportunities are offered to MAT learners, according to
their interests, talents and needs. The MAT programme of
activities extend throughout all year groups (years 7 – 13)

Curriculum Cymreig / Y Cwricwlwm

The Curriculum

Cymreig

King Henry VIII School is an English medium school. All
students study the full range of subjects demanded by the
National Curriculum. These are divided into core subjects
and foundation subjects making up a fortnightly timetable
of 50 lessons.


There are three core
Mathematics and Science.



The remaining subjects are foundation subjects and
are compulsory in Years 7 - 9: History, Geography,
Modern Languages, Art, Music, Technology and
Information Technology.



subjects:

English,

The three statutory subjects, Religious Education,
Physical Education and Welsh are compulsory in
Years 7 – 11.

Curriculum Cymreig gives students a sense of place and
heritage based on an understanding of Welsh history,
geography, languages, industry and traditions.
This permeates all aspects of school life at King Henry VIII
School, including active participation in extra-curricular
activities through music, drama, sport, technology and
the school-based local Eisteddfod.

Use of the Welsh Language / Defnydd o’r
Iaith Gymraeg
At King Henry VIII School, the Welsh language is
promoted in the following ways:

Curriculum for Wales



The Abergavenny cluster of schools, which is made up of KHS
and all the partner primary schools meets each half term to
discuss and plan for the new Curriculum for Wales.

Welsh is taught to all students in Years 7 – 11. At Key
Stage 4 students study full course GCSE or
equivalent.



Students are encouraged to read in Welsh in
assemblies.



An annual school Eisteddfod is held. All students are
encouraged to participate and are exposed to Welsh
cultural tradition.



A range of extra-curricular activities are organised
including residential visits to the Welsh Language
Centre at Glanllyn. Students are encouraged to use
their language skills both inside and outside the
classroom.



A number of staff who speak Welsh, in addition to
those in the Welsh department, are identified to
students through the use of a ‘Hapus i siarad
Cymraeg’ lanyard.

During these meetings, key regional and national messages
are shared and there is an opportunity to hear a presentation
from schools within the cluster on an aspect of their work in
implementing the
new
curriculum.
The
new
Curriculum
for
Wales is an exciting
opportunity for all
of the schools to
come together to
ensure that for the
first time there is
clear collaboration
and to create a
truly
relevant
curriculum
for
Abergavenny.
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION - GWYBODAETH YSGOL GYFFREDINOL
BLENDED LEARNING / GOOGLE CLASSROOM
The Welsh Government have stated that the blended curriculum should be a ‘single and
seamless curriculum, where practitioners can develop a more integrated approach to
learning and students can build connections across learning as per the principles of the
Curriculum for Wales. At KHS teachers use aspects of the new curriculum guidance to
support them in developing a blended learning approach.
At KHS we:


Use the Four Purposes of the Curriculum for Wales as the basis to support and plan
learning activities;



Focus on developing the KHS cornerstones for education.



Consider key pedagogies that will support subject and topic development, building on the 12 pedagogical principles
of the Curriculum for Wales.

Many of the online resources used during the school closure were extremely beneficial to learning and the school is to use
them, developing a more integrated approach.
Time in school is used to support the activities that learners can complete at home at their own pace. These include guided
investigations and extended opportunities to apply new skills, knowledge and concepts.
Google Classroom is used as our sole online learning platform. Learning at home is set through this platform, although we
will also provide details via the SIMS App that students, parents and guardians have used previously.
School assessment policy states that students should receive written diagnostic feedback that moves learning forward at
least once per half term. Verbal feedback can be given at any time. Feedback is provided online with the use of Google
Classroom or in books.
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION - GWYBODAETH YSGOL GYFFREDINOL
Parent Evenings
Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic we are unable to
hold parents’ evenings in the usual format.
This year
parents and guardians will be able to meet virtually with
their child’s form tutor or academic mentor (post16).
The school will collate information about your child’s
academic progress and their attitude to learning from across
all areas of learning. This information will be sent out prior to
the date of the meeting.
Our preferred model will be to use Microsoft TEAMS,
however you will be able to opt for a phone call. These
parent consultation events will be pre-booked and take place
over two afternoons/evenings.

Open Door Sessions
To provide you with an opportunity to meet virtually with
the Executive Headteacher and Head of School, regular
“open door” Microsoft TEAMS sessions are held between
4pm and 7pm. If you would like to book an appointment
please email info@khs.schoolsedu.org.uk so we can book
you a 15 minute appointment.






Thursday 3rd December 2020
Thursday 4th February 2021
Thursday 18th March 2021
Thursday 13th May 2021
Thursday 1st July 2021

Further information will be sent to parents and guardians
closer to their consultation event date.
The current timeline for these consultation events are
below:
Year 11
Year 13
Year 12
Year 9
Year 10
Year 8
Year 7

12 and 19 November
19 and 26 November
3 and 10 December
4 and 11 March
18 and 25 March
13 and 20 May
24 June and 1 July

School Publications and Policies
A Sixth Form Prospectus and Transition booklet is
updated annually. These publications are available from
the school on request. The school website also provides
information on these publications.
The school has a large number of policies.
These
documents are constantly reviewed/revised by staff and
governors to incorporate changing trends and legislation.
For further information please see our website

Contacting the School

Safeguarding

We request, wherever possible that we use virtual lines of
communication and minimise face-to-face meetings.

To assist us in supporting your child can we ask that
whenever there are changes to family circumstances or
contact
details
these
are
communicated to the school
immediately.

It will not be possible for you to see a member of staff,
including the Senior Leadership Team without a previously
arranged appointment. Our Wellbeing and Learning Support
Officers (WBLSOs) are the first point of contact for any parent/
guardian and work closely with the Wellbeing Leaders.
These valuable support staff do not have a teaching timetable
and are committed to working with students, parents/
guardians and staff to ensure all children are ready to learn.
They can be contacted on 01873 735323 or alternatively you
can email: info@KHS.Schoolsedu.org.uk
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We would also ask that if your son or
daughter has to be picked up from
school during the school day then
they must be collected from
reception.
In line with safeguarding best practice we require the
person collecting your child to present photo
identification.
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE - PRESENOLDEB YSGOL
Attendance

Severe Weather

Could we take this opportunity to remind parents/
guardians of the importance of regular attendance at
school. We understand that the present situation is
worrying for everyone. However, regular attendance at
school, when well, is paramount.

In the event of school closure due to severe weather,
please check the school website and Monmouthshire
County Council’s website for details. Notices will also be
placed on our Twitter account https://twitter.com/
KingHenrySchool and local radio stations will be informed.

Of course, if your child has any of the following symptoms
please do not send them to school and ensure they get a
COVID-19 test as soon as possible:-

We appreciate that certain local areas are more affected
by the weather conditions than others, if the school
remains open and your child is unable to attend for this
reason, please contact the school before the morning
registration as a present mark will be authorised.





A new continuous cough: this means coughing a lot
for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing
episodes in 24 hours;
High temperature: this means you feel hot to touch
on your chest or back;
Loss of taste and/or smell: this means you've
noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or
things smell or taste different to normal.

For those unable to attend school, for example, due to selfisolation they can access their learning through Hwb and
Google Classroom.
Students with colds (non-COVID symptoms) or those
feeling slightly under the weather can continue to attend
school. There is a clear link between school attendance and
successful student outcomes and we will continue to work
with our community to strike the right balance between
keeping safe, and promoting excellent attendance.

King Henry VIII School Community will work
together to create an inclusive, safe and
happy learning environment in which all are
challenged and supported to achieve their
potential.

Everyone is committed to learning today for
a fulfilling life tomorrow.

KEEP EDUCATION SAFE
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Term Time absence
Research shows there is a very strong link between
school attendance rates and success at GCSE and other
tests and examination results.
To ensure consistency throughout the Local Authority,
and to follow common practice across Wales,
Monmouthshire County Council’s policy will be not to
authorise any absence relating to a holiday.
This policy has been in operation since 4 November
2013.
We appreciate that there may be circumstances
whereby a student might require a leave of absence
during term time and this decision will remain at the
Headteacher’s discretion.

